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Welcome! I am looking forward to spending the year teaching and learning with your student. The following is an outline of what you can expect in my classroom. Please note that this is a guideline. I am still getting to know your student and thus may make adjustments throughout the year in order to make sure they receive the best education possible. 
Communication

I post general announcements, lesson plan outlines, class schedules, assignments and other information on my website. You can access it by going to CRA’s website and navigating to me on the faculty page or by going directly to http://mrstaberysclass.weebly.com/ I will be posting updates on Fridays.
Time-sensitive or critical information will be emailed and/or a hard copy will be sent home to ensure parents receive the announcement. My preferred method of communication is email and I will often send information, both personal to your child and general to the whole class this way. Please make sure your information in Aspire is always up-to-date, as that is where I get your email address. Due to recent state requirements regarding student privacy, emails sent regarding your student may not have his or her name in them, but will be referred to as “your student”. Contact me if you prefer or require an alternate method of receiving class communications.

Please contact me if you have questions, concerns or just want to chat about how awesome your student is. I am quick to respond and can be reached best via email at dtabery@canyonrimacademy.org  You may also call the school at (801) 474-2066 and leave a message or ask for my extension. I am best reached before or after school.
Discipline and Rewards

The discipline policy at Canyon Rim Academy has four main objectives: 

· The creation and maintenance of a safe, healthy, and nurturing environment. 

· The support of productive teaching and learning. 

· The teaching of appropriate conduct. 

· The development of students’ emotional intelligence and sportsmanship 

· Self-awareness - knowledge of one’s internal states, preferences, resources & intuition.

· Self-regulation - management of one’s internal states, impulses and resources. 

· Motivation - emotional tendencies that guide or facilitate reaching goals.

· Empathy - awareness of others’ feelings, needs, and concerns.

· Social Skills - adeptness at inducing desirable responses in others.
Minor discipline problems will be handled in the classroom. If necessary, I will implement a 3 tally policy: a student has 3 chances to correct any misbehavior throughout the day. If a student reaches 3 tally marks on his or her desk, I will take action. Consequences may range from a mild verbal warning through asking the student to stay after class for a few minutes up to requesting a parent/student/teacher conference.

Major discipline infractions are referred to the office. Please see the school policies on the school website for further information. 
In order to keep my classroom as clean and distraction-free as possible, I do not allow any food, gum or drinks in the room (parties and snack time being the exceptions). This includes birthday treats. Students are encouraged to have water in containers with a leak-proof top. 
My classroom has 5 basic rules: 
1. Respect. Yourself, your peers, your teacher and your classroom. 
2. Listen to and follow directions. 
3. Do your best work. 
4. Follow the appropriate procedures in and outside of the classroom.
5. Be productive. With your time and my time. 
To ensure understanding, please review these rules with your child.
Grading
At CRA we use a 4 point scale to determine mastery of each standard. A brief description for each number is given below: 
4-without instruction, applies learned concepts to areas of study above and beyond classroom covered material
3-target grade level mastery (this is our end of the year goal)
2-approaching grade level mastery (mastered basic concepts but cannot yet apply them)

1-needs assistance to do grade level work

Language Arts
Please see the appropriate page on my website for assignments, resources and announcements.
Our language arts block will incorporate the Utah Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. These standards emphasize college and career readiness so we will read a variety of literature and informational texts to strengthen comprehension, gain knowledge, identify evidence, develop cogent arguments, critique themes and messages, and identify intended audience. The standards also emphasize use of technology and digital media along with understanding other perspectives and cultures. 
We will be reading novels*, short stories, poems and informational text. This year’s novels will be: 

The Watson’s Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis
Abridged versions of Homer’s Odyssey and Iliad
Julius Caesar by Shakespeare 
Macbeth by Shakespeare

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
I encourage you to read these texts along with your student if at all possible. They are great reads and will provide ample opportunities to have meaningful discussions with your student about the book. 

Students will keep all notes and assignments in a section of a three-ring binder.

In addition to the class novels, students will be in rotating book clubs*. Each week your student will be assigned a range of pages to read from his or her book club book. It is not an overwhelming amount of reading and should be part of their 30 required minutes of required reading per night. In addition, students will have a short comprehension and connection assignment each week. Once per week, book clubs will meet to discuss their answers and how they feel about the book. There will be 2 book club assignments this year.
*Please note that some of the content and themes discussed in these books will be emotionally complex subjects. However, students will be given the narrative, historical or cultural scaffolding prior to reading the text.  If you do not want your child to participate in the reading of a particular book, please let me know.

Writing will focus on narrative, informational and argumentative formats. Additionally we will be learning about and practicing conventions and structure. Select writing will be kept in a folder as a record of progress and achievement.
Vocabulary and word study will be a mix of Greek and Latin roots and tier 2 words found in our novels. This website has a great list of tier 2 words for 6th graders: http://www.cambridge.k12.mn.us/~curriculum/6th%20grade%20tier%202%20vocabulary%20list.pdf 
Homework for language arts will be minimal. Homework will be assigned if it will truly enhance the understanding of the students. Students will be required to read for thirty minutes each night. Additional assignments will range from responding to text, studying for exams and finishing work assigned in class.
Math

Please see the appropriate page on my website for assignments, resources and announcements.

Our year in math will incorporate the Utah Common Core State Standards for Math. In many ways, this curriculum is different from what we think of as traditional math classes.  A complete explanation of the new core is outside the scope of this letter but, in general, the core standards emphasize the processes of math and justification of solution methods and answers. 
The class will use Engage New York (www.engageny.org/resource/grade-6-mathematics ) for skill instruction and acquisition, background knowledge, practice problems, and solution methods. Additionally, we will incorporate many hands-on activities to solidify and trigger deep understanding of concepts. 
Students will be required to take notes in class and keep them in a section of a 3-ring binder. These notes will include example problems, solution methods, term definitions, writing prompts and reflections on learning. 
Homework is given 3-4 times per week and will be a combination of reinforcing that day’s learning as well as spiral review. In general, students should spend no less than about twenty minutes and no more than 30 minutes per night on math homework. If a child is struggling with an assignment, that student is allowed to leave the work unfinished. The next day, please send a signed note or an email confirming the difficulties. I will work with your child to identify where the problem lies and your child will have another opportunity to complete the work without penalty.
A quiz will be given half way through each unit to check student progress and understanding and a unit a will be given at the end. All work will be kept in their binder as a record of progress and achievement. 
Social Studies/Science
The state science curriculum emphasizes learning through natural and often local phenomena. I encourage you to take a look at the standards by visiting: http://www.uen.org/core/core.do?courseNum=3860 Areas of focus includes the solar system, energy and matter, climate and ecosystems.
Social studies will cover basic geography, Mesopotamia, Ancient Greece and Rome, the Renaissance, Revolutions and 20th Century Conflict. 

Homework will be rare as most of our social studies and science learning will involve hands-on projects, in class research and reading. Occasionally students will need to work on or complete assignments at home. Please see the appropriate page on my website for assignments, resources and announcements. 
Students will be required to take notes in class and keep them in a section of a 3-ring binder. This section should contain notes, vocabulary words, drawings and reflections on learning. 
Extra Credit and Late Work
If a student does not finish an assignment on time and was present for the class periods needed to finish the work, he or she will sacrifice recess time until the assignment is done. 

In general, I do not offer extra credit in my class. By the 6th grade, students should be able to turn work in on time and make up missed work due to absence. In the case of absence, a student has the same number of days absent to make up the work (weekends don’t count). If a student is absent for a long period of time due to an illness, alternative assignment options may be discussed. 
Visitors and Volunteers

Visitors are always welcome in our class. An appointment is not necessary but it is appreciated. Remember, all visitors must sign-in at the office upon entering the building.

Volunteers are always sought after. Please see the sign up genius link on the school’s website.
I am so, very excited to begin my tenure at CRA and to get to know your student! Please sign and return the bottom portion of this page. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

I have read and discussed this disclosure with my student.

Parent/Guardian name: _____________________________ Signature: ____________________
Student name: _____________________________ Signature: _________________________
